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National Night Out, 'America's 
Night Out Against Crime,' was 
introduced by the Association in 
1984, founded by Matt A. Peskin. 

In an effort to heighten awareness 
and strengthen participation in 
local anticrime efforts, Peskin felt 
that a high-profile, high-impact 
type of crime prevention event 
was needed nationally.  

The first National Night Out was 
introduced early in 1984 - with 
the event culminating on the first 
Tuesday in August. 

That first year, 400 communities in 23 
states participated in National Night Out. 
The 27th Annual National Night Out last 

August involved 37.0 million people in 
15,110 communities from all 50 states, 
U.S. territories, Canadian cities, and mili-

tary bases worldwide. This year over 
15,500 communities took part.  

While the traditional 'lights on' and front 
porch vigils remain a part of NNO, activi-
ties have expanded considerably over the 
years to include block parties, cookouts, 
parades, visits from police, festivals, 

neighborhood walks, safety fairs, contests, rallies and meetings. 
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